Witness to Love

Novo Millennio Ineunte N.42

1. “By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13.35)

1.1 If you have truly contemplated the face of Christ

1.2 Our pastoral planning will necessarily be inspired by the “new commandment, “…Love one another, as I have loved you.” (Jn 13.34)

2. This is the other important area in which there has to be a commitment and planning on the part of the Universal Church and the particular churches:

      the domain of communion which embodies and reveals the very essence of 

      the Mystery of the Church.

2.1 Communion is the fruit and demonstration of that love which springs from the heart of the Eternal Father

2.2 And is poured out upon us through the Spirit which Jesus gives us (cf Rom 5,5) to make us all “one heart and one soul” (Acts 4,32). 

2.3 It is in building this communion of love that the Church appears as “sacrament”, as “the sign and instrument of intimate union with God and of the unity of the human race” (LG, 1)

See second part of N. 42
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3. A Spirituality of Communion to make the Church the home and the school of communion: the great challenge facing us in the millennium…is to be faithful to God’s plan and respond with the deepest yearnings.

3.1.We need to promote a spirituality of communion …the guiding principle of 

       education wherever individuals and Christians are formed.

3.2 Wherever ministers of the altar, consecrated persons, and pastoral workers are

Trained, wherever families and communities are being built up.

3.3 …the heart’s contemplation of the mystery of the Trinity dwelling in us, and

whose light we must also be able to see shining on the face of the brothers   and sisters around us.

3.4 …an ability to think of our brothers and sisters in faith within the profound

unity of the Mystical Body…share joys and sufferings, sense their desires and    attend to their needs.

3.5 …the ability to see what is positive in others, to welcome it as a gift of God…

3.6  …to know how to “make room” for our brothers and sisters bearing “each other’s burdens (Gal 6,2) and resisting the selfish tempatations which constantly beset us…competition, distrust, jealousy.

3.7 Before making practical plans let us have no illusions: external structures of communion will serve very little purpose. They would be like mechanisms without a soul…
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4. The new century will have to see us more than ever intent on valuing and

developing the forums and structures which in accordance with the Second Vatican Council’s major directives, save to ensure and safeguard communion.

4.1 First the specific service which is the Petrine ministry and closely related with 

it, Episcopal collegiality…realities which have their foundation and substance in Christ’s own plan (LG. Ch.3)…follow their genuinely evangelical inspiration.

4.2 …Since the Second Vatican Council much has been done for the reform of the

Roman Curia, the organized Synods, the functioning of Episcopal  conferences.
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4.3 Communion must be cultivated and extended day by day and at every level in

       the structures of each Church’s life. The relations between:

4.3.1 Bishops, priests and deacons

4.3.2 Pastors and the entire People of God

4.3.3 Clergy and religious

4.3.4 Associations and ecclesial Movements.

Must all be clearly characterized by communion.

4.4 The structures of participation envisaged by Canon Law…the council of

priests and the pastoral council must be more highly valued…not governed by parliamentary democracy… because they are consultative…not that they are less meaningful and relevant.

4.5 The Theology and spirituality of communion encourage a fruitful dialogue

 between pastors and faithful

4.5.1 uniting them a priori in all that is essential

4.5.2 leading them to pondered agreements in matters open to discussion

4.5.3 encouraging pastors to listen more widely to the entire People of God

4.5.4 while keeping the hierarchical structure of the Church…averts temptation to arbitrariness, the spirituality of communion supplies institutional reality with a soul.
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5. Such a vision of communion is closely linked to the Christian community’s

ability to make room for all the gifts of the Spirit. The unity of the Church is not uniformity but an organic blend of legitimate diversities (cf 1 Cor 12, 12)

5.1 The Church of the third Millennium will need to encourage all the baptized

 and confirmed to be aware of their active responsibility in the Church’s life

5.2 With the ordained ministry and other ministries.. can flourish for the good of

the whole community sustaining it in all its many needs: catechesis, liturgy, education, charitable works

5.3 An generous commitment is needed through insistent prayer to the Lord of the 

harvest (cf Mt 9,38) in promoting vocations for the priesthood and consecrated life.

5.4 A question of great relevance for the life of the Church in every part of the

World. In some traditional Christian countries, the situation has become dramatic due to

5.4.1 changed social circumstances

5.4.2 and religious disinterest resulting from the consumer and secularist mentality..

5.5 There is the need to implement an extensive plan of vocational promotion

 based on:

5.5.1 personal contacts

5.5.2 involving parishes, schools, families

to foster a more attentive  reflection on life’s essential values.. reaching fulfilment in the response which each person is invited to give to God’s call for a total giving of self and of one’s energies to the cause of the Kingdom.

6. It is in this perspective that we see the value of all other vocations rooted as 

they are in the new life received in the sacrament of Baptism.

6.1 It will be necessary to discover ever more fully the specific vocation of the

laity called “to seek the kingdom of God by engaging in the temporal affairs and by ordering them according to the plan of God” (LG, 31). 

6.2 “They have their own role to play in the mission of the whole people of God in

the Church and in the world by their work for evangelisation and sanctification of people.” (Ap. Act., 2)

6.3 Along these same lines another important aspect of communion is the

promotion of forms of association of the more traditional kind or the newer ecclesial movements which continue to give the Church a vitality that is God’s gift and a true “spring time of the spirit”

6.4 Associations and movements need to work in all harmony within both the 

Universal Church and the particular churches and in obedience to the authoritative directives of the pastors.

6.5 But the Apostle’s exacting and decisive warning applies to all: “Do not quench

the Spirit, do not despise prophesying, but test everything and hold fast what is good” (1 Thes. 5, 19-26).
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Special attention must be given to the pastoral care of the family.

