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Your Excellencies, Bishops Delegates 
for Pastoral Ministry for Vocations,

Directors of Vocations,




The Congregation for Catholic Education and the Pontifical pastoral ministry for vocations to the priesthood, have celebrated the 70th anniversary of the institution of PPMVP with a Congress that was held between 3 and 5 November 2011 in Rome. The most awaited moment of the Congress was the prayer Vespers with the Holy Father on 4th  November 2011 in St Peter’s Basilica.

I want to repeat to all of you, working together the world-over in the pastoral field of vocations, what the Pope said in His homily when he commented Holy Scripture, 1 Pt 5,1:

“The Word of God, which we heard in the passage from the First Letter to Peter, also invites us to meditate on the mission of pastors in the Christian community. From the dawn of the Church, importance was clearly given to the leaders of the first communities established by the Apostles for the proclamation of the Word of God through preaching and the celebration of the sacrifice of Christ, the Eucharist. Peter avidly encourages them: “I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness to the sufferings of Christ as well as a partaker in the glory that is to be revealed” (1 Pet 5:1).”

With regards to the priestly vocation which we promote in the Church among the young generations, it is important to note the three aspects of the vocation to the priesthood which Benedict XVI underlined:

“The Apostle Peter’s conception of the call to the ministry of leading the community is great. It was conceived in continuity with the special election of the Twelve. The apostolic vocation lives on thanks to the personal relationship with Christ, nourished by regular prayer and enlivened by the passion to spread the message received and the same experience of faith as the Apostles. Jesus called the Twelve to be with him and to be sent out to preach his message (cf. Mk 3:14). There are certain conditions to ensure growing harmony in priestly life with Christ. I would like to emphasize three of these, which emerge from the Reading that we have just heard: aspiration to work with Jesus in spreading in the Kingdom of God, pastoral duty freely given and the attitude of service.”

The proposal of the Congregation for Catholic Education and that of PPMPV to the Bishops’ Conferences and to the National centres for vocations to commemorate the event of the institution of the PPMPV was positively received by the Bishops in charge of the pastoral ministry for vocations and by the directors of the National centres for vocations: there were 150 Bishops and priests who participated in the Congress.

Besides, Serra International, which also wanted to celebrate the 60th anniversary of its aggregation to the Congregation for Catholic Education, joined in the celebration. There were 82 members of Serra participating in the Congress.

The Pastoral ministry for vocations to the priesthood found an extremely great collaboration on the part of the Superiors of the Congregation for Catholic Education and also on the part of the speakers who as experts in the subject were asked to deliver speeches on the chosen themes of the Congress  commemorating the foundation of PPMPV.  

The Opening speech of the Prefect of the Congregation, Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski, the Presentation of Congress by the Secretary, H.E. Msgr Jean-Louis Brugès and all the organization that was handled expertly by the Undersecretary, Msgr Vincenzo Zani, gave a high level quality to the Congress which was much appreciated by the participants. The speakers who were chosen for their knowledge of the vocational subject in the fields of Theology and pastoral ministry, gave a magisterial contribution to the theme of the vocation to the ministerial priesthood.

It was not of small importance the contribution which all the officers of the Congregation for Catholic Education and the other helpers coming from outside the Congregation, namely: the Italian National Centre for Vocations, the Rogationists Fathers, the Apostoline sisters, the Franciscan Minors sisters from Livorno and the Paoline sisters together with the Press (L’Osservatore Romano, Avvenire, SIR – the press agency for the Italian Bishops’ Conference, Avvenire and Tagepost – Germany), all these contributors gave a helping hand so that the participants and those who followed the Congress from their homes and convents, could feel that they were warmly welcomed to the vocation Congress celebrated in a family spirit.

I want to inform you that on the web site priestlyvocations.com all the speeches can be found in the language in which they were delivered during the Congress.  All suggestions coming from your part will be welcome for the up-coming projects so that all of us will collaborate together in the pastoral ministry for vocations in the near future, especially when the new Document will be approved by the Holy Father.
United in the prayer to the Lord of the harvest
Yours in Christ
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