Fr Francis Bonnici was born in Malta in 1945.  Fr Bonnici studied for the Priesthood at the Archbishop’s Seminary in Malta and followed the BA General degree in Letters and the Licentiate in Philosophy and Theology at the University of Malta. Fr Francis Bonnici was ordained priest on 19 March 1972. 

Since his ordination Fr Bonnici was put in charge of the Centre for Diocesan Vocations for the Archdiocese of Malta. After contacting all adolescents who receive the sacrament of Confirmation, Fr Francis followed those of them who wished to know more about the priesthood. He helped about two hundred young people to enter the Seminary of whom one hundred have been ordained priests for the Archdiocese of Malta, 45 are in their formation at the Seminary and some have become religious. 

In 1990, on the invitation of His Holiness John Paul II, Fr Bonnici participated in the Synod of Bishops and he wrote a thesis for a Master’s Degree on Priestly Vocations in post-Conciliar Malta with reference to John Paul’s Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Pastores dabo vobis.

 Since 2003, Fr Francis Bonnici has been called to head the Pontifical Work for Vocations at the Congregation for Catholic Education in order to share his experience with and help Vocation Directors the world over to develop a fruitful pastoral work for vocations..

