GREETINGS FROM THE CONTINENT OF ASIA

Your Eminence, Zenon Cardinal Grocholewski, Prefect of the Congregation for Catholic Education 

Dear Eminences and Excellencies, the priests, religious sisters, and lay faithful, participating in this Congress,

In behalf of the delegates of the continent of Asia, we are blessed and happy to be part of this Convention for the 70th Foundation Anniversary of the Pontifical Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations.  

Four years ago, the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences (FABC) through its Office of Consecrated Life and Office of the Clergy, organized an Asian Vocations Symposium with the theme “Asian Vocations Today” which was held in Bangkok, Thailand from October 22 to 27, 2007.  Around 150 bishops, priests, religious sisters and brothers as well as lay faithful attended this First Asian Vocation Symposium.  In that symposium, various topics were discussed and reflected on in order to foster and care for vocations.  These topics concerned the following: (1) a retrospective and prospective analysis of vocations in the Asian context, (2) vocation as God’s call to radically follow Christ in sacrifice, (3) the family as the seedbed of vocations, (4) discerning and screening vocations, and (5) the challenge to a holistic and integral seminary formation.

In the final statement of that symposium entitled: “Vocation in Asia: Formation To Radicality”, the participants realized a striking insight:

We had come to Thailand from different parts of Asia to pray, reflect, and share with one another on the challenges that vocations to priestly and religious life in Asia confront.  The question posed to us underlines one of the major aspects of the Asian context of vocation—the need for missionaries in many countries of Asia, especially in regions that enjoy great economic development and advanced scientific technology.  This shortage of priests seems to contradict the global statistics.  For indeed, in contrast to other continents suffering a general decline of vocations, Asia together with Africa represents a fertile seedbed of vocations.  In 26 years, from 1978 to 2004, candidates to the priesthood in Asia arose in number by 153.28% from 11,536 to 29,220.  Catholics in our vast continent of Asia are only 3% of the total population. We are but a tiny minority, truly a small flock of the Lord.  Hence, the words of Jesus continue to challenge us: “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers to his harvest.” (Mt. 9:37)

This realization motivates us, the representative delegates of Asia, to explore other vital and significant aspects of encouraging vocations for service to the Church. We also clearly understand that by increasing quality vocations in Asia, we can better respond to the emerging challenges to propagate the faith which is an urgent task for the future of the Church.  

It is our hope that this congress will deepen our understanding of our own vocation to serve the Church in Asia and further motivate us to think, create and implement pastoral strategies, programs and activities to promote vocations to the ministerial priesthood and religious life.

We thank you in advance for organizing this Congress and we pray for its fruitfulness for the Church and for the greater glory of God.

Most Rev. Mylo Hubert C. Vergara, DD, STD

Bishop of the Diocese of Pasig, Philippines and

Chairman, Episcopal Commission on Seminaries

Vice-Chairman, Episcopal Commission on Vocations

Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines
Bishop-Member, Office of the Clergy, FABC

11-03-11
