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It has been written that vocation is a dialogue between two freedoms - the  infinite freedom of God who calls and the personal freedom of each one who is called

It is important that, between all of us who have a part to play in mediating God's call, there should also be a generous and fruitful dialogue. In the past, when  vocations to priesthood and religious life were more visible, we often worked in competition and the focus was too frequently on numbers.

When I think of what this dicastery has accomplished, in my experience, I think of the document In Verbo Tuo, published in 1997, which was the wonderful fruit of an open dialogue between the Holy See and the local Churches (the European Continental Congress on vocations)

I can say quite honestly that it was a vital support to many of us in Europe in supporting vocational discernment and actively promoting the specific vocations of priesthood and religious life

I am grateful that, during the past few years, I have had the opportunity as a consultor to play even a small part in the next stage of the dialogue.

Finally, there us - as Pope John Paul reminded us. In Ecclesia de Eucharistia - an essential link between priesthood and Eucharist. I am happy to say that there will be a strong focus on the vocation to ministerial priesthood at the 50th International Eucharistic Congress which we are preparing and which will take place in Dublin from June 10-17, 2012
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