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Preceeding the institution of the Pontifical Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations, the Encyclical Letter Ad Catholici Sacerdotii (20 December 1935) of Pius XI had already announced the need of a renewed pastoral ministry for vocations aimed more at quality rather than at the number of candidates to the priesthood. Based on both the Motu Proprio Cum nobis (4 November 1941) of Pope Pius XII and on the records of its archives, the Congregation for Seminaries and Studies (today the Congregation for Catholic Education), asked the Venerable Pius XII to institute the Pontifical Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations. In the years following the institution of the Pontifical Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations, the same Congregation committed itself to establish and promote similar institutions in all the continents in order to guarantee the increase of new vocations to the ministerial priesthood with the prayer of the faithful, as well as with the material support to seminaries.
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Pope Pius XII’s Motu Proprio Cum nobis, 4 November 1941, created the Opus primarium Sacerdotalium Vocationum, defining its identity and the means whereby vocations to the Priesthood should be promoted in the Catholic Church. 
From its Office at the Congregation for Catholic Education, the Opus primarium Sacerdotalium Vocationum is preparing the celebration of the 70th anniversary of its institution with an International Congress that will be held in Rome between 3rd and 5th November 2011. The climax of this anniversary and the Congress will be the celebration of Vespers presided over by His Holiness Benedict XVI on 4th November, feast of St Charles Borromeo, the patron saint of Seminaries.

The full text of the Motu Proprio Cum Nobis
, translated literally into English by the author of this article, is the following:

“Since the Sacred Congregation entrusted with Seminaries and Universities of Studies has reported to  us that it would be most  opportune to establish a Central  Work of Priestly Vocations with the intention - indeed, through every advice, but above all through the various Works of like kind already established in every Diocese – to kindle among the Christian faithful the desire of fostering, of protecting and of helping Ecclesiastical Vocations, to spread out the correct knowledge concerning the dignity and the necessity of the Catholic Priesthood and also to call all upon the faithful from all parts of the world in mutual participation of prayers and pious exercises; We, on Our own initiative and from the fullness of Our Apostolic Authority, wish and decree that be within the same Congregation a Work of Priestly Vocations which we title ‘Pontifical’, the power having been added of associating Works and persons, who shall have requested it, and at the same time of extending the Indulgences and spiritual favours - those granted or those which ought to be granted – unto all those who have been ascribed.  

May this (Motu Proprio) be ratified and remain everlasting, contrary things whatsoever notwithstanding. 

Given at Rome, at St Peter’s, 

On the 4th day of November, on the feast of Saint Charles Borromeo, in the year 1941, the third of Our Pontificate.









PIUS PP XII 
The Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and Universities of Studies which suggested the idea of instituting the Opus primarium Sacerdotalium Vocationum to Pius XII (1939-1958), was itself created by the Motu Proprio Seminaria Clericorum
 of Pope Benedict XV (1914-1922) on 4 November 1915 to give particular attention to Seminaries. The beginning of Seminaria clericorum refers to session XXIII chapter XVIII of the Decree De Reformatione of the Council of Trent (1545-1563) praising it for the institution of Seminaries. On their return to their dioceses, the Bishops of the Council of Trent, following the example of St Charles Borromeo, began founding seminaries and setting up the best laws for their government
. 

A lesser number and well-formed-priests!
However, in the period following the Council of Trent, the Bishops had to tackle the problem of the large number of vocations to the priesthood. Pope Benedict XIV (1740-1758) lamented of this problem in the first ever-written Encyclical Letter, Ubi primum (3.12.1740)
. He said that “there were many vocations to the priesthood, but few hard-working priests.” Clement XIII (1758-1769) identified two main causes of the problem of too-many vocations to the priesthood: “Personal desire and the recommendation of others may have motivated some people to become priests.” (Encyclical Letter A quo die – 13.9.1758)
. 
These problems which assailed the vocation to the priesthood for a long time in the Church, were countered by clear ideas pronounced officially by the Popes in their Magisterium. Pius VI (1775-1799) said that “the learning of culture and holiness are a must for would-be-priests.” (Encyclical Letter Inscrutabile divinae sapientiae  (25.12.1775)
. The quotation 1 Timothy 5, 22 in which Paul affirmed: “do not be hasty in the laying on of hands” was very frequently cited by the Popes. The end-result was the affirmation of  Pope Pius IX (1846-1878) who said that “it is better to have a lesser number of ministers but good and suitable ones” (Encyclical letter Qui pluribus  (9.11.1846)
. 
The control on the number of priests was constantly placed in the responsibility of the Bishop who could do it through “the good government of seminaries which provided the formation of future priests in the Church” as Leo XIII (1878-1903) said in His Encyclical Letter Aeterni Patris (4.8.1879)
. In particular, “the use of precaution and the utmost severity in the choice of those who have to assume the priestly responsibility” as Pius X (1903-1914) said in His Encyclical Letter Pieni d’animo (28.7.1906)
, prevailed over the scarsity of priests that begun shocking the Church at the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of the twentieth century. 

Tracing the origin of the Motu Proprio Cum nobis

The reality of the First World War (1914-1918) weighed so heavily on the young generation of Europe and other continents that it bore to extremity the meagre number of candidates to the priesthood in the Catholic Church. But, even more serious causes were reducing the number of candidates to the priesthood and Pius XI (1922-1939) summed them up in “the family and the school without God” (Encyclical Letter Ubi arcano - 23.12.1922)
. Notwithstanding all these disadvantages to the promotion of vocation to the priesthood, it was very firmly said by Pope Pius XI that “although there may be a sorrowful scarsity of students, those youth who do not have the necessary reqirements to sustain their vocation, should be led out of the seminary in time ... there is nothing to be afraid of,  if the number of candidates who are not adequate to the priesthood diminishes, because God will not let the Church without the priests it needs for its mission” (Encyclical Letter Ad Catholici Sacerdotii - 20.12.1935)
.
In point of fact, Pope Pius XI sums up all the endeavours that He did in His Pontificate to provide the Church with qualified priests: 
“Even in the first months of Our Pontificate, before We had addressed Our solemn word to the whole Catholic world, We hastened to lay stress upon the principles and ideals which ought to guide and inspire the education of future priests. This We did by our Apostolic Letter Officiorum omnium
 written on the first of August, 1922, to Our beloved son, the Cardinal Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries and Universities. And whenever Our pastoral watchfulness prompts Us to consider more in particular the good estate and the needs of the Church, Our attention is directed always, and before all things else, to priests and clergy.” (Encyclical Letter Ad Catholici Sacerdotii, n. 2).
Having given an in-depth description of the Priesthood in the Catholic Church along two-thirds of His Encyclical Letter Ad Catholic Sacerdotii, Pius XI turns to outline the path that leads towards the formation of worthy priests to continue the work of the redemption by a minister of Jesus Christ: 

“Yet although it remains unquestionably true that mere numbers should not be the chief concern of those engaged in the education of the clergy, yet at the same time, all should do their utmost to increase the ranks of the strong and zealous workers in the vineyard of the Lord; the more so, as the moral needs of society are growing greater instead of less” (Encyclical Letter Ad Catholici Sacerdotii, n. 77).

Vocations to the priesthood are the fruit of prayer; then, “God Himself liberally sows in the generous hearts of many young men this precious seed of vocation” (n. 78) and it matures by human and holy means, in Catholic action, in the family, in schools and through the role of priests. An explicit resonance of these media of the vocation to the priesthood is found in the Motu Proprio Cum nobis which Pope Pius XII published in the midst of the Second World War on 4 November 1941. 

The Motu Proprio Cum nobis

In summary form the purpose of the Motu Proprio Cum nobis is:

1. to establish a central Ministry (Opus) of Priestly Vocations;

2. to enkindle among the Christian faithful the desire of fostering, protecting and helping Ecclesiastical Vocations; 

3.  to make known the correct knowledge concerning the dignity and the necessity of the Catholic Priesthood among the faithful;

4.  to unite the faithful from all parts of the world in mutual participation in prayers and pious exercises for priestly vocations; 

5. to establish by the Apostolic Authority of the Holy Father, within the Congregation of Seminaries and Universities of Study, a Work of Priestly Vocations, also entitled ‘Pontifical’, which has the  power to associate with it other associations and persons and at the same time extend to them  indulgences and spiritual favours.  

The Aftermath of the Motu Proprio Cum nobis

A research work done in the archives of the Congregation for Catholic Education, regarding the documentation related to the aftermath of the Motu Proprio Cum nobis has helped to discover the meaning of introducing the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations as an Office in the Holy See catering for vocations to the Priesthood.
On the 17 April 1941, a date which precedes the institution of the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly  Vocations
, the Prefect of the Congregation for Seminaries and Universities of Studies
, His Eminence Cardinal Giuseppe Pizzardo, met the Rectors of the Seminaries of Abruzzo in Italy
 and he wanted to recommend to them the institution of the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations. Cardinal Pizzardo was very satisfied with the meeting and on his return to Rome he sent a letter to the Bishops who, besides the Rectors of the Seminaries, were also present for the meeting, in order to thank them for welcoming him so heartily. Cardinal Pizzardo described the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations  as “a providential and urgent initiative”
. The Prefect also informed Pope Pius XII about this visit and the Holy Father was very pleased to be informed about the institution of the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations which He described as “of vital importance for the flourishing of religious life”
. 

Just two months after the publication of the Motu proprio Cum nobis, the Congregation for Seminaries and the Universities of Studies asked the services of  the Professors of the Pontifical Regional Seminaries to prepare lectures regarding the institution and the purpose of the newly instituted Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations and to deliver such lectures in different Ecclesiastical Regions of Italy. Bishops could avail themselves of this service especially when they planned to hold a Vocation Day which was usually held on a feast day or a Sunday.

Some titles of these lectures may give an idea what the lecturers talked about: “The necessity to increase the number of holy and learned priests”, “The Ministry of Vocations: necessity, organization and activities”.

On 26 February 1942, the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries and Universities of Studies organized once more a meeting for the Rectors of Seminaries and also the diocesan delegates of the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations were asked to participate in the meeting. The Congregation sent a priest, particularly well-informed about the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations, to give a good explanation of the new institution, how to go about its organization and to answer questions and give counsel about the new organization and its development, emphasising the fact that this organization is “particularly necessary for our times”
.

What was causing the lack of vocations to the priesthood in the Catholic Church? This was a question that had to be dealt with: its causes had to be identified and the remedies had to be found within the Church community!

Promoting the vocation to the priesthood

Some samples of talks delivered in the post-Second World War period are found in the Archives of the Congregation for Catholic Education and the name of the author is missing. Therefore, the ideas proposed in these talks can be considered the components of a well-prepared plan to give the right information about the priesthood within the present circumstances of the life of the Church in a new post-war era.

The life of the Christians was considered to be floating in a contaminated materialistic world viewed as a way of enjoying it at all and at any cost, absolutely excluding any kind of sacrifice. On the other hand, the weakest point of the Christians was considered to be the ignorance of the tenets of faith which made people blind to the treasures of ecclesiastical life, one of which was the idea of vocations to the priesthood and to the consecrated life. The consequence was that many people considered young people, who thought of choosing the priesthood and the consecrated life for their future, falling into disgrace, both as regards themselves and regarding their families. The family itself was being desecrated of its fundamental bases such as: the prerogatives of unity, holiness and fertility; and it was being reduced to a simplistic meeting of persons living under the same roof. This kind of environment could not help at all the growing to maturity of a priestly vocation. 

Because of the lack of priests, the Eucharist was no longer available to the people as it was in the past. This was making the holiness of the individual and of the community difficult to attain. Besides, the work of the apostolate could no longer be carried out because preachers were becoming rare. The conclusion of this argument was that the sacrifice of the Eucharist was offered with less frequency. Therefore, Divine Justice, Redemption and the forgiveness of sins could no longer be administered as the Church wanted to do to fulfil her mission to the people, with the consequence that not only souls were endangering their salvation, but God could not be glorified by man as He should be.

The question was asked: who was responsible for the increase of the number of priests? 

Before answering the question, it was immediately said that the increase of vocations should concern not simply the number, but above all, the quality of the priests, referring immediately to quotations from Ad Catholici Sacerdotii of Pope Pius XI. Vocation is the gift of God who is all-generous with man. Calling people to the faith in Jesus Christ and in the Gospel, God chooses certain people to serve the Church as priests. The number is generally equivalent to the necessity of the people; but, in many cases, the number is even more than that which is necessary in order that the community may have the pastoral services it needs for its sanctification and that it may have the pastors which are necessary to guide it to the rich pastures of the Gospel. However, the gift of God of a vocation to the priesthood and to the consecrated life generally sprouts in a fertile field in the midst of all the care that is necessary to reach its maturity and fulfilment.

The Holy Father was considered as the first person who was ready to do all the necessary sacrifices for the growth and the development of the priestly vocation. This was affirmed by Pope Pius XI himself in the Encyclical Letter Ad Catholici sacerdoti, affirming that he had never relented the solicitude and the caring of vocations, but also the Church, in its long history, has never slowed down its care for the formation of priests. The fact that the Church instituted the Congregation for Seminaries and the Universities of Studies, was just one sign, and an important one, that witnessed to the Church’s care for vocations.  

The Bishops and the priests in their dioceses and parishes, lent their voice to the Church to speak to the communities of Christians about the vocation to the priesthood and to encourage those who receive the call to the priesthood, to accept it willingly. It was proposed that, in order to express their gratitude to God for the gift of the vocation to the priesthood which they received and also to render homage to the benefactors who helped them during the time of their formation, saintly priests, should be ready “to put the chalice in the pure hands of a young man so that, in turn, he will continue elevate it to Heaven after the death of these priests” (a reference to Ad Catholici Sacerdotii).

Appeals were made to the laity. Lay people should not close their hearts to the call to help in the formation of future priests. They know that this is their duty both to promote the priesthood, but also to support the formation of priests with material means: financially and in kind. 

Pius XI was quoted saying that “the first and natural garden where such flowers bud is the family which is truly and profoundly catholic”. Usually the family is the source of vocations, but there are exceptions which also prove the rule! The family wherefrom vocations come forth, consider a vocation to the priesthood as God-sent and a gift of the love of God for them. Mothers play an important role in the vocation to the priesthood when they live a life of holiness. Unfortunately, many families were indifferent and they did not promote vocations. 

Catholic Action is important for vocations and Pius XI himself called Catholic Action to come forward to lend a helping hand to the Authority of the Church. Lay people who offer their services to the Church express their “kingly priesthood”. It is an honour for the laity to promote vocations to the ministerial priesthood. 

The prayer for vocations asks God to give priests to the Church and holy ones. Pius XI spoke of short prayers that could be to the point and useful to have good and holy priests. Christ himself taught the apostles to pray for vocations and few other things Christ asked for from his disciples with such force and emphasis. The Church asked the Christians to pray and to fast when new priests were ordained during Ember days and Ember weeks.

Propaganda was considered as indispensable and it had to be done in the best way possible. The true identity of the priest should be outlined very clearly to the people who, in general, have misconceptions of the priesthood. In fact, there is only one and eternal priesthood: the Priesthood of Christ who calls with a special vocation some men and he sets them apart from the rest, in order to let them share, with the investiture of  his full powers, the same character which is reflected in his priesthood and in his holiness. 

Where are the priests formed? The answer which was immediately given was: In the seminaries - an unknown land. They need to be manifested in the gardens where the flowers of the priesthood are taken care of. Seminaries are the houses of God where the young men, who are called to the priesthood, form their hearts and prepare themselves for the arduous tasks of the apostolate. Prejudices which surrounded the priesthood and the seminaries and which caused the slowing down of the flow of vocations and produced lack of interests in these houses of formation, were counter-acted with all means of praise for those who undertook the vocation to the priesthood.

It was emphasied that the offering of material help to the seminaries was a necessary collaboration and an indispensable one, especially today. Therefore, it was important that initiatives in this regard were multiplied and the good heart of the faithful was appealed to give the bread that the young people needed to live a normal life, reach the ministerial priesthood and come once more to the people as their priests and pastors. The time had come and it was becoming evident that the faithful were ready to give bursaries to the seminaries to help the formation of the would-be-priests. This was the fruit of sacrifices that people were ultimately asked to offer to the seminaries. However, this suggestion was foreign to many people.
What kind of organization?
The preceding argumentation regarding what was described as the terrible situation of the lack of vocations, that workers are to be found for the important work of Redemption - referring mostly to priests, the role of the family and Catholic Action for “the greatest cause” as the Priesthood was considered, the need of prayer for vocations, the enlightenment about the priesthood and seminaries and the material means needed for the up-keep of seminaries, all this needed some kind of organization.  It was also said that the more work is done, the more order is required. 

The following are certain important guide-lines that could help the building of the structure that was needed to have an organization such as it was contemplated to be the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations, namely:
personnel: 
on the diocesan level – a delegate, nominated by the Bishop, who has the ability to lead others and work with others, therefore flanked by a diocesan commission of representatives of lay associations;

on the parish level – a parish director who may be the parish priest or another priest who works with a commission composed of persons who are already active in pastoral sectors in the same parish;

on the religious level (meaning the consecrated life) - a delegate from each of the male or female religious congregations living in the local Church works hand in hand with the local pastoral ministry for priestly vocations.

activities include: 

studies about the Encyclical Ad Catholici Sacerdotii and other documents regarding the priesthood;

a think-tank of ideas regarding the promotion of vocations pointing towards creativity to give a spring-time to the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations;

publishing and reading the bulletin of the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations;

leading discussions in public about the subject of seminaries and vocation themes;

sacrifice, especially fasting and offering the sufferings of sick people, for the sake of  priestly vocations;

prayers-round-the-clock, especially Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for priestly vocations undertaken on a by-turn-basis by parish groups, religious congregations and individuals;

giving donations to the seminary on special days: Seminary day and Vocation day; 

talks to different groups of people on the subject of vocations, especially listening to what the people say about the subject and give the right answers, also answering difficulties to make the people sensitive to the problem of vocations and to appreciate the priesthood. 

The Opus primarium Sacerdotalium Vocationum watched over the organization of the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations in the local Churches and also made questionnaires to check the on-going progress or backwardness of this new institution. It also confirmed the statutes of the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly vocations, it affiliated them to the central organization granting a certificate of accreditation and let them share in the abundance of graces which the Church bestowed on all those who were aggregated in the local organization of the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations and on individuals through the granting of indulgences acquired according to the normal conditions imposed by the Apostolic Penitentiary. 

Experiences the world-over

Algeria – Africa: In this North African country of Algeria, there exists a documentation, dating back to 1946, regarding the the Œuvre des Vocations which helped to find vocations to the priesthood and also to find financial help for the seminary where there were 20 major seminarians and 65 minor seminarians preparing themselves for the priesthood to serve in the near future the local Church which had more than  500,000 baptized persons. The Bishop wrote pastoral letters to the faithful on the occasion of the Day of the Seminary to encourage all and one, and especially families to help in the promotion of vocations. In 1960 after a long experience, the members of Œuvre des Vocations asked to be aggregated to the Pontifical Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations.
Brasil – Latin America: In 1950, the Bishop of Brasilia asked the Congregation for Catholic Education so that it aggregates the Obra das Vocações Sacerdotais to the Pontifical Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations. With the help of  the Obra das Vocações Sacerdotais, the Bishop instituted the Pre-Seminário “Santo Cura d’Ars” which gave good results of well-prepared young people ready to begin their priestly formation.

Canada – North America: The Œuvre des Vocationes Sacerdotales du diocèse Saint-Hyacinthe existed much before 1941, but with the publication of Pope Pius XII’s Motu Proprio Cum nobis, 4 November 1941, this institution in the diocese of St Hyacinth, in Canada, reorganized itself and, in 1944, it asked to be aggregated to the Pontifical Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations. This Œuvre des Vocationes Sacerdotales offered a generous sum of money, that means more than it was stipulated, for the aggregation. On the occasion of an immense Marian Congress held in 1947, the Archbishop of the Diocese of Ottawa, asked for the aggregation of the  Œuvre des Vocationes Sacerdotales to be aggregated to its counterpart in Rome.

The Philippines – Asia: In 1955, the Prefect of the Congregation for Seminaries and Universities of Studies, Joseph Cardinal Pizzardo, thanked the Arcbishop of Manila for the publication, on the 8th December 1954, of a  pastoral letter “Maria Immaculada y las Vocaciones sacerdotales”. The Cardinal Prefect was happy to note the unity between Mary Immaculate and the vocations to the priesthood, especially because “today priestly vocations are lacking” and that “every effort must be made to help grow the number of vocations to the priesthood”.  

Malta – Europe: The Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for Seminaries and Universities of Studies, wrote very interesting aspects regarding the Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations known in Malta as Pro Sacerdotibus Christi. First of all, the Prefect insisted on prayer as the main means to ask God for vocations to the priesthood, “the more good people we can recruit to pray for vocations, the more fruitful will our campaign for vocations to the Priesthood will be. Even the sick and those who cannot help in other ways may make an invaluable contribution by offering their prayers and sacrifices to ask God to send priests where they are needed”. After granting the aggregation of the Pro Sacerdotibus Christi to the Pontifical Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations, Cardinal Pizzardo says: “Aggregation is not meant to limit in any way the freedom of each bishop to choose the methods he considers best suited to his local conditions. It does not impose  uniformity, but it does help to consolidate unity and to keep us all in touch with each other in this most important work ... The need of priests is desperate in some parts of the world, and many Bishops are finding it difficult even to maintain the number of priests they have had in the past. You and your people have reason to thank God for the abundant supply of priests you still enjoy ... Even if the number of priests who  come forward to offer themselves be too great for your Archdiocese of Malta, they will easily find most useful work in other parts of the world, provided they are prepared to make the sacrifice of leaving home. In this way Malta will be enabled to make a contribution to the missionary effort of the Church on a scale out of all proportion to its size.”

Conclusion

The question that comes to mind, after writing about the publication of Pope Pius XII’s Motu Proprio Cum nobis, 4 November 1941 and the institution of  the Opus primarium Sacerdotalium Vocationum and similar organizations, is whether today there is place for such institutions in the Church!

The Pontifical Pastoral Ministry for Priestly Vocations is in contact with similar institutions that exist around the world and some of them have been asked to write about their pastoral work  for priestly vocations in the local Churches. Persons responsible for vocations have been asked to write how they are working for vocations following the lines indicated by the Motu proprio Cum Nobis seventy years ago.
Francis Bonnici, Note sull’origine del Motu proprio Cum nobis (4 November 1941)

Precedentemente alla istituzione della Pontificia Opera per le Vocazioni Sacerdotali (POVS), nella Lettera Enciclica Ad Catholici Sacerdotii (20 dicembre 1935), Pio XI aveva già annunciato l'esigenza di una rinnovata pastorale vocazionale mirata più sulla qualità che sulla quantità dei candidati al sacerdozio. Poi, come emerge sia dal Motu Proprio Cum nobis (4 novembre 1941) di Pio XII sia dalle fonti d’archivio, la Congregazione per i Seminari e gli Studi (oggi Congregazione per l'Educazione Cattolica) chiese al Venerabile Pio XII di istituire la Pontificia Opera per le Vocazioni Sacerdotali. Negli anni successivi all'istituzione della POVS, la stessa Congregazione si impegnò ad istituire e promuovere Organismi simili in tutti i continenti al fine di garantire il sorgere di nuove vocazioni al ministero sacerdotale, sia con la preghiera dei fedeli sia con il sostegno materiale offerto ai seminari.

� Cum Nobis Sacra Congregatio Seminariis et Studiorum Universitatibus praeposita peropportunum fore renuntiaverit Opus primarium Sacerdotalium Vocationum condere, quod sibi proponat in Christifidelibus -- omni sane consilio, sed potissimum per diversa in singulis Dioecesibus constituta id genus Opera --- voluntatem excitare fovendi, tuendi iuvandique Ecelesiasticas Vocationes, rectam de dignitate ac necessitate Catholici Sacerdotii notitiam pervulgare, itemque fideles ex omnibus orbis partibus in communionem precum ac piorum exercitiorum vocare; Nos, Motu proprio ac de Apostolicae plenitudine potestatis, Opus, quod Pontificium nominamus, Vocationum Sacerdotalium apud eamdem Sacram Congregationem constitutum volumus ac decernimus, addita facultate aggregandi Opera ac personas, quae id postulaverint, simulque omnes Indulgentias et favores spirituales, concessos vel concedendos, ad universos adscriptos extendendi.


Quod quidem ratum firmumque sit ac permaneat, contrariis quibuslibet non obstantibus.


Datum Romae, apud Sanctum Petrum,


die IV mensis novembris, in festo Sancti


Caroli Borromaei, anno MCMXLI, Pontificatus Nostri tertio.


AAS 33, 479; cf. Sacra Congregatio pro Institutione Catholica, Enchiridion clericorum, 750.





� Motu Proprio Seminaria Clericorum, AAS 7, 493-495; CIC Fontes 3, 855s; cf. Sacra Congregatio pro Institutione Catholica, Enchiridion clericorum, 499-500.


� The long-time tradition of the Church in the special care which the Apostolic See gave to the formation of priests, the Motu Proprio Seminaria Clericorum (4 November 1915) recalls to mind the foundation of the Roman Seminary and the Special Congregation of Cardinals that was in charge of all the seminaries in the world; the latest and most important mile-stone in the care of seminaries was laid by Pope Pius X (......) with the dispositions which He established by the Bull Sapienti consiglio ... 7.1908 (Pii.... X Acta 149s) regarding the ordination of the Roman Curia, whereby He assigned all that regarded seminaries to the Sacred Consisterial Congregation which was presided over by the Holy Father Himself. In Seminaria Clericorum, Benedict XV says that, since the Sacred Consisterial Congregation became over-burdened with work because it was in charge of the government of each and every diocese in the world and also because the care of Seminaries was continually increasing, He decided that, without separating Seminaries from the Sacred Consisterial Congregation for good but, rather, retaining a certain relation between the two, a Special Congregation for Seminaries is established and it will be in charge of the intellectual and moral education of clerics.


� BB I, 3s; CIC Fontes I, 670s; cf. Sacra Congregatio pro Institutione Catholica, Enchiridion clericorum, 209-211.


� BR Cont. 4, 34s: PF Ius Pont. 4, 11s; cf. Sacra Congregatio pro Institutione Catholica, Enchiridion clericorum, 222-223.


� BR Cont. 6, 182s; CIC Fontes 2, 650s; cf. Sacra Congregatio pro Institutione Catholica, Enchiridion clericorum, 227-228.


� Pii IX Acta 1, 16s 19-21; PF Ius Pont. 6, I, 16-18; CIC Fontes 2, 813-815; cf. Sacra Congregatio pro Institutione Catholica, Enchiridion clericorum, 262-263.


� Leonis XIII Acta 1, 255-284; CIC Fontes 3, 136-150; cf. Sacra Congregatio pro Institutione Catholica, Enchiridion clericorum, 342-357.


� Pii X Acta 3, 163-168. 172; CIC Fontes 3, 676-678. 681; cf. Sacra Congregatio pro Institutione Catholica, Enchiridion clericorum, 460-462.


� Find AAS not found in Enchiridion.................


� AAS 28, 5S. 37-52; cf. Sacra Congregatio pro Institutione Catholica, Enchiridion clericorum, 679-690.


� AAS 14, 449-458; cf. Sacra Congregatio pro Institutione Catholica, Enchiridion clericorum, 561-567.


� Opera delle Vocazioni Ecclesiastiche


� Sacra Congregatio de Seminariis Studiorum Universitatibus


� The meeting was held in the Regional Seminary of Chieti.


� «una sì provida e urgente iniziativa».


� «di vitale importanza per il rifiorire della vita religiosa».


� «particolarmente necessaria ai nostri giorni».
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